
100 recommended reads for... 
Year 5

Journey to Jo’burg
Beverley Naidoo

The Indian in the cupboard
Lynne Reid Banks

Fizzy pop!
Jean Ure

Billionaire boy
David Walliams

A dog called Homeless
Sarah Lean

Harry and Hope
Sarah Lean

Boy underwater
Adam Baron

The wind in the willows
Kenneth Grahame

Peter Pan
J M Barrie

Spy dog
Andrew Cope

The victory dogs
Megan Rix

Pizza cake
Morris Gleitzman

The Borrowers
Mary Norton

A thief in the village and 
other stories
James Berry

You wait till I’m older  
than you!

Michael Rosen

The humanual
Chris van Tulleken  

and Xand van Tulleken

The London Eye mystery
Siobhan Dowd

Tom’s midnight garden
Philippa Pearce

The accidental  
secret agent

Tom McLaughlin

Frostheart
Jamie Littler

Wrecking Ball to Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid: Wrecking Ball

Jeff Kinney

Diary of an awesome  
friendly kid
Jeff Kinney

Wishing for tomorrow
Hilary McKay

How to be a pirate
Cressida Cowell

The peppermint pig
Nina Bawden



Rent a bridesmaid
Jacqueline Wilson

Rubbish town hero
Nicola Davies

The Matilda effect
Ellie Irving

Blue moon day
Anne Fine

Noah Barleywater  
runs away

John Boyne

The ransom of Dond
Siobhan Dowd

How the whale became  
and other stories

Ted Hughes

Old Possum’s book of  
practical cats

T S Eliot

The turbulent term of  
Tyke Tiler

Gene Kemp

A little princess
Frances Hodgson Burnett

The Mousehole cat
Antonia Barber

Odd and the frost giants
Neil Gaiman

Maya’s secret
Holly Webb

The ghost of Thomas Kempe
Penelope Lively

The animals of Farthing 
Wood

Colin Dann

The little prince
Antoine De Saint-Exupery

Adventures of Robin Hood
Marcia Williams

King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table

Marcia Williams

A Caribbean dozen
 

Mouse bird snake wolf
David Almond

The falcon’s malteser
Anthony Horowitz

Gulliver’s travels
Martin Jenkins

The pied piper of Hamelin
Michael Morpurgo

The secret horses of  
Briar Hill

Megan Shepherd

The tale of  
Angelino Brown

David Almond



Three cheers for women!
Marcia Williams

Nevertell
Katharine Orton

Louisiana’s way home
Kate Dicamillo

The kick off
Dan Freedman

Terry Deary’s best ever 
Greek legends

Terry Deary

Return to the secret garden
Holly Webb

Top 50 villains
Terry Deary

Crackin’ castles
Terry Deary

Gruesome great houses
Terry Deary

Top 50 kings and queens
Terry Deary

Bird & Squirrel on the run!
James Burks

The day I was  
erased

Lisa Thompson

Girls, goddesses & giants
Lari Don

The mystery of Wickworth 
Manor

Elen Caldecott

Fizzlebert Stump
A F Harrold

The imaginary
A F Harrold

The explorer
Katherine Rundell

Demolition dad
Phil Earle

A room full of chocolate
Jane Elson

Twice magic
Cressida Cowell

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Ian Fleming

The fastest boy in the world
Elizabeth Laird

Guardians of magic
Chris Riddell

Straw into gold
Hilary McKay

Myths and legends
Tracey Turner
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The train to Impossible 
Places
P G Bell

Blubber
Judy Blume

Coming to England
Floella Benjamin

Mirror magic
Claire Fayers

Embassy of the Dead
Will Mabbitt

Sputnik’s guide to life on 
Earth

Frank Cottrell-Boyce

Snug
Michael Morpurgo

The castle in the field
Michael Morpurgo

Not as we know it
Tom Avery

The genius experiment
James Patterson

The impossible boy
Ben Brooks

Ella on the outside
Cath Howe

I, Cosmo
Carlie Sorosiak

Way home
Libby Hathorn

The adventures of Odysseus
Hugh Lupton

Azzi in between
Sarah Garland

A year full of stories
Angela McAllister

The jam doughnut that 
ruined my life
Mark Lowery

Tall story
Candy Gourlay

The amazing tale of Ali 
Pasha

Michael Foreman

An angel for May
Melvin Burgess

Peril en pointe
Helen Lipscombe

Bigfoot, Tobin & me
Melissa Savage

Incredible inventions
Matt Turner

The pearl in the ice
Cathryn Constable


