Year 2 Newsletter

Aldwyn Primary School - Every Child a Success

Autumn Term 1

Friday 4" September 2026
to
Friday 23 October 2026

Theme - ‘Yo Ho Ho Me Hearties’

Welcome back! We hope you and your children have had a lovely time over the summer break
and have been able to relax and enjoy the sunshine ready for the exciting term ahead.

To develop a love of reading, please read to your child and encourage them to read to you. Your
child will receive a reading book which is called phonic decodable. We aim to change your
child’s phonic decodable book once a week. Your child will not change colour levels until they
have had a phonics assessment. Please support your child to record reading sessions in their
reading diary.

Please make sure your child has their P.E. kit in school at all times - plain black shorts (no
names or labels) and plain white t-shirt (no names and labels).
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Our School Values

Achieve Care Listen Help

This term, we will be looking at our ‘achieve’ school value.

We will meet Zaha Hadid, the inspiring story of the visionary Iraqi-British
architect. Zaha Hadid grew up in Baghdad, Iraq, surrounded by music. She
was a curious and confident child, who designed her own modernist
bedroom at nine years old. As a young woman studying at University in
Beirut, she was dscribed as the most outstanding pupil the teacher had ever
met. With her spectacular vision and belief in the power of architecture, she
founded her own firm and designed some of the most outstanding buildings
in the world — including the London 2012 Olympic Aquatic Centre.

English
We will begin the term by reading the book ‘Penguin in Peril’ by Helen Hancocks.

We will join a brave little penguin as an unexpected adventure unfolds. Will everything turn out
okay? You’ll have to read to find out!
A penguin in trouble, what will they do?
lN PER\L Join the adventure and find out too!
HELEN HANCOCKS Waddle, flap, and slip on ice,
A penguin’s adventure comes with a surprise!
Brave little penguin, in a frosty spree,
What will happen? Come and see!

Year 2 big debate question - Should penguins live in the wild or in the zoo?



To complete our English unit, we will be taking part in a lively debate inspired by Penguin in
Peril.

The children will explore the question, Should penguins live in the wild or in a zoo?

They will have the opportunity to share their ideas, give reasons for their opinions and listen
respectfully to different viewpoints.

We are looking forward to hearing the thoughtful ideas the children come up with!

Maths

We will be very busy in maths, with work on the following:

e Composition of multiples of 10

e Counting and representing the numbers 20-99

e Comparing, ordering and partitioning 2-digit numbers

e Securing fluency of addition and subtraction facts within 10
e Calculations within 20

Science

This term, we will be learning about the fascinating world of
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a deeper understanding of how everyday objects are made.

Geography

This term, we will be learning about why our world is wonderful!

We will be exploring maps to find out about the UK and the wider
world, spotting human and physical features, and learning the
difference between oceans and seas. We will also name and locate
the five oceans, use aerial photographs to create our own sketch
maps, and collect data to present in tally charts and bar charts. It's an
exciting journey to discover more about our amazing planet!

Computing

We will be using Google Maps, Google Earth, Google Sheets to
discover the physical and human geography from around the world.
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»  Our learning, this term, will focus around the song: Hands, feet, heart — a song that
celebrates South African music. We will also listen carefully to different styles of
music, where we will improvise our own rhythms and perform together as a class.

9. It’'s going to be a fun term full of singing, moving, and making music together!
PE

This term, we will be learning all about working together! We will discover I«
why it’s important to include everyone, how to trust and communicate ?E@M @K

with our teammates, and how to come up with simple strategies to solve ‘3 e N
challenges - all while having fun as a team! o

Design and Technology
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This term, we will be exploring structures through the story
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We will read the story
together and think about Baby Bear’s chair, learning to
identify man-made and natural structures and what makes
them strong or weak. We will explore stable and unstable
shapes, discuss their ideas, and work independently to ==
design and build a chair that would be just right for Baby Bear. = ==
We will use the right materials and techniques to make our models strong, stiff, and stable,
explain how our designs work.

Religious Education

CHOOSE
This term, we will be exploring — What is the good news that Christians K ’ S
say Jesus brings? We will explore stories from the Bible, think about ' S
how Jesus showed love, kindness, and hope, and talk about how his
message can inspire people today. It's a wonderful opportunity to learn
about caring, sharing, and making the world a better place.

Art
This term, we will be getting creative with painting and mixed media
« — life in colour.
Cold/Cool A Hot/Warm

colours

We will learn about primary and secondary colours, make predictions
about what happens when colours mix, and experiment with different
textures using a variety of tools. We will create collages, choosing
materials carefully for colour and texture, trying out different
arrangements, and thinking about how to develop our ideas. Along
the way, we will share our thoughts about our own work and our friends’, building creativity and
confidence in our artistic skills.
PSHE

The unit for this term is: ‘Being Me in My World.’
-

We will explore our place in the class, school, and the wider
community. We will learn to identify our hopes and fears for the year t’
and understand how our actions affect ourselves and others.







